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Jit the lloute of Reprettntntives. January 10, 1816
On the resolution of notice to Great Britain 10 abrogate
the convention of j iut occupancy relative to the Ore-

gon territory.
Mr. KENNEDY ed-trw- the committee is fallows:
Sir. Chairman From the course this debute has taken,

ihouIJ pectitor enter this bail, unacuuamted with the
ut ject that gave rie t it, he would be led to belief e that

the question pending was a declaration of war against
Great Britain. All who have argueJ against the resolu-

tions under consideration have JeiUreJ that to past them
wouU inevitably lead to w r. Now, I submit that this is

not a queston of peace or war. The very treaty which

these resolutions propose to annul, provides that said trea-

ty may ut any time be annulled ly eithet party, giving
tweWe monihs notice ol their intention to alrogate it
And has it come to this, that we cannot do what the trea-

ty stipulates may be done by cither party, without incur-

ring the charge of wickedly rushing our country, unpre-

pared, it.to a needles and desolating war! Sir, I burl
bji k this rh.irge of retkir.ga war upon those who make
it. for I will not I eiieve that war must necessarily grow
out if this question.

But be this as it may, an far as I am concerned, and to
fir as I understand the feeling and opinions ot those whom
I represent, this is not a question of peace or war, but a

ipestion of right, and I am determined it shall be 80 treat-e- J.

Does the territory of Otegon belong to the Ui.i'ed
States, If it d.-e- that fact precludes the question whe-

ther peace or war any result from our action or from the
occupation ot the territory. But it has been said that we
have too Ion slept upon our rights to assert them now in
peace. Thai does not result from our hsving suffered
England j intl to occupy this magnificent territory in
common with us, for cmrercial purpose, for a quarter of
a century. This long and peaceable joint tenancy has fd

from the fjct that our people were not made ac-

quainted w'uh the strei gth and clearness of our title.
Thousands of the musses the bene and sinew of the
country have not conned over all the old recorJs and
musty treaties in which our record of title is lobe found,
and lean ed then from its nature or extent ; but v hile they
were in doubt or ignorance as t our title, they were wil-

ling to see what could tie done by diplomacy.
Now the case is a'terrd, and we have by proofs and ar-

guments that have been laid before us, become satisfied
that nur title to the whole of Oregon, from 42 ocg. to 51
dec. 40 min. north latitude, is 'clear ai d onqestionihle."

I call upn genl'emen from the South, who go ag- inst
the notice, to recall the irresislab'e arguments made, and
the clear and inextinguishable light which has ken shed
upon our title by their "great statesman," before they ask
us to surrender one inch of the Oregon territory, which he
has so conc'u-iivrl- shown to be ours. Are we to read the
matei!y arguments of John C. Calhoun and Janus Bu-

chanan, which hvfc maJe our title to the whole of Ore-

gon as clear as sunlight, only for the purpose of making
our surrender cf what they have shown clearly to be ours
the more disgraceful!

We of the West are not bookish." men. What little
education we have we received after the labor of the day
bsd been dme, in the arhool of adversity, in the Far
West, and almt on the vrrze of civilization, whete our
liuggictf Lave been wi.h I.tdian, and cur wrestling

with the biar now bo common ocrurrene. We have,
therefore, left it to our agent to settle the question t
whom, I y the record, Oregon In longs. This they have
done, and well done. Our part of the task, which is to
maintain and defend our rights, is now to commence ; and
by the remembrance of the deeds of our fathers, and Jhe
strong affection we cherish for cur wilderness homes, we
will defrnd them or perish in the attempt ; we do not want
war, and you slander us when you say our hands are itch-
ing to grasp the steel of strife, and our hearts panting for
the dead'y cot flicL N'o people more highly appreciate
or value peace and brotherly love, that should bind in one
unbroken chain all the families t f man, than the people of
the West. We know that our free institutions 0our;sh in
the mild add genial almost here of peace; but, when it
comes to the surrender of the patrimony f our f ithers
to receding from, or yielding up our just rights upon our
own soil, then, we say, peace can no longer be honorable ,
and ree sha'l not hesitate when it c mes to the question of
tfithonora&le peace, or hvnoraHe war.

Tie honotah'e member from South Carolira (Mr.
Rheti) has warned us against the consequences which
may fillow a combination of the European monarchies
against what they may p'ease to call an effort on our part
to push the principles of our free government beyond the
boundaree thereof. Kir, we are no propagandists. We
do not wish t spread our principles by conquest ; we de-

sire to fort e our institutions upon no people under the sun
however much we might be pleased to see all mankind,
not only appreciating, but enjiving their inestimable bles-
sings. But wh. n it comes to this, whether we shall plant
them upon orown soil, and within cur undoubted terri-

torial limits, it is quite anoiher question ; in auch a case,
wc cannot stop to count the c St. or look at consequences.

Another honorable gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Hun

f.

ter) has told us trul before we succeeded in wresting i

Oregon from Eng'and by conquest, we most prepare to ;

chase the British lion around the world in his blood and
s'avrr." Sir, I have no d position to engnge in the rhase j

cf such a beasl, but this I will say, that if the British, or j

any other lion, lays down in our path, whilst we are
peaceably pursuing our own business, w thin our own ter-

ritory, that ho will be soon chased from that lair.
Conquest is not our ol ject, and aurrendering our terri-

tory ia Ft fa'ther from it. If any gntleman here, be he
from the North or the S?outh, the East or the West, who '

believes our t i e to Or. gon is not good, be sha'l be excus-
ed from voting for thU notice ; but the man that teils me
that he believes that Oregon is ours, and still shrinks from
asserting our exclusive rights there, will allow me, in all
kiodness, to tell him to look to it, that he docs not place

'

bime!f in an attitude that will not only make him uncur- -

rent CJin among bis cot stituenls, but neglect a duty, the
of which he will deeply regret during the

remainder of Lis life.
If Oregon be ours, is it not a I lasting, withering shame

that the cross of St. Georg should now be floating over
any portion of it 1

llere Mr. Simrr.a of Missouri, exclaimed aloud "Yes,
it ia buri'i: g shame, and it will blister our foreheads like
the mark set by God upon Cuin."

And are we to bear this reproach and shall a brand
I ks this be burnt into the foreheads of the sons of the
. t - ....jid i nirteen, t ecause, u we attempt to remove it, we

revolutionary memory, bad been thus timij suppose that
before they that struggle for liberty, they had
as gentlemen sav, counted the cost, had numbered the
ships and bayonets of their indolent oppressors, where
would you have been, Mr. Chairman 1 Instead of presid-
ing, as you now do, over an American Congress, you
weald have been a vass.tl of the British crown.

And has the blood of those men which now flows
through our veins I econid so pale it degenerated so
soon that in less one century and whilst a few,
ao few of those noble patriots at still lingering among us

we are prepared to surrender to '.he same pow-
er, a portion cf the glorious legacy achieved by their
f r fear we may be startled by the sound of their war-tram- p,

or the raitlo of their artillery ! Forbid it, Heaven !

Gentlemen have argued this is a western question. It
is a national question. Every portion and section
of this country is interested, and deeply interested,
in the possession and occupation of Oregon. Yet, on
account of its western gentlemen have frequently
been appealed to in relation to it, and western feeling in-qu- iri

d afier. If the West is to be consulted as to the set-

tlement of Oregon and I believe they ought I declare it
tobe my firm belif that in that vast and mighty valley,
not one mart in twenty will every consent to surrender
one inch of what they believe rightfully to belong to the
Ucited States. They will neither surrender for fear of
a war, nor se'l it for a pecuniary consideration. AUlhe
bayonets of England cannot win, nor the gold of Peru
purchase it

But the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Yancey) admon-
ishes ut 10 wait until we are prepared for the strife, aa
though strife most necessarily follow our action, lie
says, and says truly, that when the western people are
ones aroused from the strogg'e, it needs no prophet to pre-
dict the result ; and seeming to believe me aa one of the
spirits he described as panting for war, said, in compl-
iment, that I, Mr. Chairman, with rifle in would lead
to the deadly breach. Why, air, he has wholly mistaken
my I ara a "man cf pesec;" I belong to that
ancient, war balirg and peace-lovin- g people, called Qua-

kers, who detest war in all its forms. But notwithstand
ing the prejudices that my education necessarily engender
cd, I have yet learn that I can surrender any portion of
th inheritance left by the fathers cf the without
dishonor; and I hope! am not prepared for that.

- - Some of our friend of the 8outh who profess to be for

Oregon, eay to us of the West, "the course you are pur-skiin- g

will lose yew Oregon, and we fo "gainst the resola- -

tion j'ving the no'ice to save the coun'ry fir you." I
feel under great obligation to them f. r their Lind.it ss ;
but they will be so good, in this matter at les.t.as to let
us of the West determine fr ourselves what our bes: pol-

icy is, and to pursue it ! I recollect on a former occasion
when there w another qufsiian lf re this body not
question of extending mir hs ov r and taking possesti n

of our own roil, bet whether we shculd admit into the
circle i f our eioriou Union a tree and gallant people,
who, like our fallt rs, had achieed their freedom in the
fiercest otites e, and at the oint if the bayorel then
our Southern brethren raid, "this is the grJdtn moment"
snd this U the ajprod mode. If a northern or western
man presumed to qu- - s ion the viode, or ol j'ct to the time,
he was denounced as recreant to the best interest of bis
country, and supecteJ of secret hostility to the measure.

I then thought this languagr ur kii.d ai J the suspiiien
urjuM to lot g tiied aid fuiihful frietds; ard therefore
will not repent or art ' them here to our brethren of the
South. We wert win them then, ar d, I might a'most
say. we went it blind. That great measure is now con-

summate!; our union is complete and glorious ; and it
now maain to be men whetlur our fiiends, who then led

the way with zeal deserving of nubia cause, and an
energy that knew no abatement, will at this tin.e play ci
d!se,

shall

than

and turn us tff with the truitoi s sneer. If so,

not reproach them; they no doubt da 1st they
think their duty. But this ouch I will tell th-ra- , that
iheir hesitation and pj josition will not dcttr us f.om dis-

charging our duty to our constituents and to iur country.
We will ntcr the breach alone, and ahru d all but the
West hang back, she alone would fee! competent to meet
und overcome every emergency ; and in peace they will

ni t reel until no flag but our own glorious stars and atripes
sfca'l wave over evcty inch of the Amrrican soil.

Some one, I believe it was the gentleman from South
Caro'ina, in sj etkirg cf the calamities of war, nd the on-

ly causes w hich wouhl j irtify a nation in appealing to that
diead tribunal raid, thai wounded honor would alone jus-
tify a retort to arm, and compared it to ti e once common,
but now disgraceful, resort to arms between private indi-

viduals to wipe nut a stain from wounded honor. I think
the cotiprin a bad one. Dueling is at best a refort to
deadly coi fiict, to gr ilify personal vanity or wour.ded
pride; th"re is nthir.; national, noble, dating, or patriotic
bout it; its very nature or elements are false pride and

I asc e!tihies. War i.--i m st cnes, when justifiable, is
not to scure a great good immediately but remotely.

It i t brak the ihi'-kl- which otherwise might bind
our p s'eriiy io chains t m strong to I e bro ken. Was it
to avoid the pajmetit of a two-pen- tax on tea. which in
duced our hither to unsheuth the sword of the revolu-

tion 1 Or wa. it not raihe r a res clar.ee to th t species of
legis'ation and policy, which, if submilt. d 3, would have
made themselves and their chi dre n i: strumcn's of British
tyranny, and puppets of a Unti h Parliament 1 And can any
sine man compare that noble appeal to the God of
battle, to the call one individutl may make upon
another to meet him upon what is called by some
the field of honor where, in too many instances,
the only monuments left to mark the spot of the bar-

barous conflict, and to tell f the wrongs it flitted
upon the widow and the orphan, ii the soil which drank
tke victim's blood! S r. I live in a country where they
neither fiiht duel?, nor mcrilke rational rights; but

i where he who falls in the defence of his country's rights
is believed to slumber in the patriot's grave.

I Most of th se who go acsinst these resolutions, sty that
i they do not des:gn to surrend, r Oregon, tut that they
' only w ish .a ett:e the question eaceably. " Masterly in-- i

activity " is th cry ol some. Let the convention or
treaty stand have no discussion, and make no question
about it noto ; but encourage emigration, puh your set-- j
tiers into Oregon, and when you have strength enough
there to hold f ruble possession, then let it be known that
you intend to astert your rights This to me rcems
much like stealing into your own territory, taking advan-- 1

lagei f a pretence cf peace to fortify yourselves for war.
If this view of the su'ject be righ, you will al'ow me to
say, that although I may not exactly comprehend what is

meant by national hon- - r, yet I fil that auch a policy
would biing upon us national dishonor, ar d su' ject us to

: the charge of biso duplicity. If we believe that Oregon
is ours, we ought to hate courage enough to tell England

i . . l. : .so; and laat we inienoeu &;.u vers prepays to rcaii.i.i.i
our rights there by immediate occupancy of the whole
tenitory after the twelve months' notice shall have been
given. We owe it to curst Ives, we owe it to the honor of
our country, to tell Ei'glmdin plain republican terms
what we intend to d. I would scorn to take our own
by stealth, or lhir's by force. The giving this notice is
further oljerted to for fi ar it may bring dire calamities
upon our cit zens in Oregon. The gentleman from Vir-

ginia Mr. Hcütcr predicts, that the eff. ct of a war
(which he insists will follow the giving this notice) will
be to put all our citizens in that territory to the sword, or
subject them to the tomahawk and scalping knife of the
me rcilefa Indian. Let that gentleman calm his fears on
that subject ; that peop'e will never ask you to stain the
escutcbion of this government in order to protect them
from either red coat or red skin. I know some cf the
peop'e of that far-o- ff territory ; wi'.h some of them I
have warmed my foet at the same family hearth; with
them I learned my letters in the same log school house,
aud with them have I passed through scenes of and
suffering in the uncultivated wilds of the Vet, that have fit-

ted th. m for every enterprise however hazardous, and every
danger however threatening. They went to Oregon with
their ejes open ; and all they ask of you is, to untie the
fetters which this treaty of j int occupancy has thrown
around their manly limbs. 1 his is all Ihey ask at your

it those
whole of Oregon, they wiil sink, covered with honorable
scars, a rich legacy to their sons who wdl arue to avenge
their father's wrongs.

1 have been pained to bear, during this debate, allusion
made wettern peop'e as a war-lovin- g peare-ba-lir.- g

people, who delight in blood and carnage, who
were anxious by their cruise to embroil this country in a
war. Who are thoee men thus unkindly alluded and
unjustly assailed ! They are sons of revolutionary siree,
and spiii's of noble daring, who have cleared the way for

of this magnificent empire, Iheyyou into the heart
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sake, but that country, that his offer

And think may venture predict, that such
offer again be made; certain am that,

as we now the sustain any ex-

ecutive or administration it. can
be holding

54 her
should the

to t.fiVr. This think will
be done if we are at clear shackles

negotiations around us,
to exclusive rights to the whole

But wa neglect carry recommen-
dation and give notice;

it not an to the Britrsh
to the that does concur with the ex

of government, as to clearness
title to that territory yet, more humiliating

acknowledgement, we not to
rights

What do gentlemen f.om
negotiations, whilst this occupancy lasts 1 Great

now possession of and
while assure gentlemen she will never

this goixl that
condition can never but may and unques-
tionably would worse. It
of folly her part to allow it to changed

could keen it tlatu auo. Give notice abro
gate treaty and then she will see and ne-

cessity negotiation that is
your negotiations will be a'l twaddle. The

from Carolina, Rditt. for
thought, frightening us from tbe performance of

what believed our duty, has intimated

archs of the Old to crush us as propagandists. On would finally burst the bands of union, the
this sul ject, wai.t him, as well -- as all others who country into anarchy and confusion. Tbai.k God, lime
the honor listen to remarks, to what j has dissipated this hope ; the last years has

to be the duty of this government in lelalion to this j the world that our are as stable as time,
milter. hold it to be the bounden duty of the govern- - and firm as the dtcrcesof destiny. No sooner are the

of the United from the performance of wbiih
she cannot shrink dishonor, see her

are set and within her entire lim-

its; here her duty ends; but added to this, has a

from the er j jment of which no or
combination of governments shall deprive her that
is, when any contiguous nation wishes to unite her destiny
with ours, and become one of constellations cf free

States, we will p ull up ll e latch string let her come
in, to share with us in the privileges and of

glorious confederacy. We claim no right to force

within our circle ar-- people who do not de.ire to sit at
our hearth ; but we do claim, wi'l exercise,

right to choose company ; and this rieht we
will relinquirh only with our natie nal existence. We
not wih, as Rome did. to our borders by the force

of but choose rather rule of right than of
In the end such a policy will be seen to have been wise ;
for as Rome expanded, acquiring one possession after an-

other by conquest, she was obliged to maintain herself
plunder wherever she could carry her arms;

and the consequence was, that when she could no longer
retain possessions she had by force by the
saire means she used in their acquisition, she fell. We,
on the contrary, only those who come voluntarily,

from choice. And those who desire admission into
our confederacy need no force to retain them there. Each

b'tate, admitted under auch circumstances, adds

ai. other and pillar the or-

nament of the temple of liberty.
Anciher new, and to me a very atrange argument,

against these resolution is. that if we, our
rights Oregon, are unfortunately plunged into a war,
the ccr.srqacr.ee would be, a depression of democratic,

a rise of principhe, that centralism will grow
on ruins of Stite-r'- u hia Mr. am a

and as the is, dyed in the wool ; I have
always to the u'most of my ability centralism,
banks, funded debts, and tariffs ; indeed it has
been a common remark, tbat I was so tbat it
p'arfil me century aJvance cf my own party. But,
be known that I am the to maintain my politi-

cal party in the of. internal flairs, by the
of rights. And I now declare in the

presence of House, and in the face of the Wir'd, that
if it be necessary to the of our

and country's honor, that political
tal:e the reins cf government, am d y willing lo
make them the surrender believing, as from
do believe, that in everything that pertains to the honor of

country, they are patriotic we are, our
as to administrative measures, grow out of

of opinion, as to what w ill promote
our country's weal. Hut utterly repudiate the gentle-
man's argument ; it is false in theory, and equally false in
fact. Democracy can grow, has grown, whilst the
stotm of war rajed in all it fury ; the eeeds of democracy
were cast ii.to the earth the hand of the revolution;
it was cra.Ued in stor nursed in its fiercest
flicts ; there and then the tree of liberty planted ; and
the tempests of war only loosened earth about its
roots, that it might grow the faster and spread the wider
its have leen plentifully moistened the warm
life's blood of those who defended it against the
assaults of the wild boar of legitimacy, eking to whet

ti's'--s against its inner bark. And tell gentlemen,
that if it is occasionally moistened by the blood of the

honestly shed in its defei ce.it ill not grow a whit
the worse, cast a leaf on that account. Has the
West, the whole of the beautiful inland paradise rest

with the clank nf arms, and has not its soil, and eve-

ry furlon thereof, been stained with the blood of the
picneer and Indian commingling as they fell in deadly

Will any man tell ine (hat liberty, in most
and unobtrusive form, does flourish there 1

is the place where it maybe truly said, we

have liberty without üccMliousnes;, and order in the ab-

sence of law.
We have again and again, in the course of this

beca reminded of the and greatness of the govern-
ment with which we are lil.ely to come in conflict. I
noi desire to speak harshly of the British ;

but despise this constant of the greatness of
Who, and what is she! The seat

power is on a little island stuck down in the
North True, she has spread her arms like seas,
grasp in all the shores but still che is not terrible as to
make the nations tremble. All of her greatness now de-

pends upon her Clip her wings of that, and,
like the bird i f Jove, she falls to the earth a lifeless carcass.
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Some scoff what has been called the des-
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trive nsMajrj e waters the Red sea lanted on the sunny sands of the South.
rolled by Great Jehovah give passage this small beginning, and in this short lime, have we

the children of Israel ; however scornfully you may become t We by steady and peaceful
treat them, whatever estimate you may place upon ' strides, covering continent with independent and m,

verily they ptre as patriotic up the red man by feot,
the citizens of any other of this While j him from haunt haunt, until, like and
they are the frontiers, here their instincts and duty

, cloud skirts the horizon, he now rests
lead them, upon the very soil designed by as along of the ocean, ready take his
th they will remain peace and quiet, giv- - ast plunge, and leave the of his be vui-in- g

you trouble, making demands ted more forever Is there destiny in this! Is not
Upon your government. But warn you from the conse- - the finger of God plainly seen when be first set

of their onward progress. . heavens the star Bethlehem The sees
not let the British get possession of Oregon, block up j not must be either blind infidel.
the of the Rocky mountains against the Western j It said by some that we do not need the Oregon ter--

flight. Should you do and iurnkbick tne val- - ntory for purposes settlement, i is a great mistake ;
hy of the Great West those disposition and choice j nd that you may clearly see which
is mingle in border scenes of hardship and suffering, have invite you go to the and one
trsy introduce into our society element that may tum- - of our log and number its inmates. There you
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the snows melting on Stony
mountain in which it takca its rise. Whera, repeat,
without Oregon, are we find room for our people!
What are we to do with the little white-heade- d girls and
boys God bless them ! who throng our valleys,
bright and blooming the flowers that deck our
prairies

be true, suggested by the gentleman from
South Carolina, that there danger a
combined of European powers against us! Do
they exhibit a disposition form unholy alliance,
prevent the spread crush the growth of our free insti-

tutions repeat, there is no other danger of war grow-

ing of our attitude upon the Oregon question.
In that event, may be made the pretext for the onslaught,

can be the cause of war. England has no
rights in Oregon; at her diplomatists have failed

show them, whi'st ours have negatived ex-

istence of any such right.

Let short retrospect of the past, in order to
jodge correctly of the Liberty, failing a

upon the old continent, took flight the New
World. The causes which produced, and consequen-
ces which followed, the American revolution, planted deep

cur sou the tree liberty.

The of our Constitution closely to
gelber a chain free States, a rampart
around tree, protect from outward pressure

by the hostility of European governments to
lha liberal principles that lay at the foundation of our
system of government, for a ceu'.ury tbe repre-

sentatives of legitimacy looked upon experiment with
great concern, and not a little tear or its consequences

own n power, which under
glowing light and acorching of the sun of liberty,

casting back his effulgence upon the Old World,
man everywhere that given him rights,

that be maintain them. At first
was hoped that experiment would prove a failure
tbat heart-burning- s would grow op

he probability of combination on the part of the the (he South, the Cast the West,

governments cf Europe convinced of the stability of our
institutions, they are startled by the exhibition of our
principle of expansion, by the admission of a free republic
into the American Union. This, them, was the passage
of Rubicon was the beginning of what will eBd in
placing under the protection of the broad pinions of the

exgle entire continent, strMchtng from Cape
Horn to Bheiing's straits, and from the shores of the
Atlantic to the waves of the -

Thia what my friend from (Mr. Baker,) whom
hail a worthy representative of Western Whigs, calls

our destiny ;" and w h him I say. renre- -
sentatives of legitimacy the Old Wotld.for or fever, purpose making north-o- f

preventing its consummation, choose to put j western President. What is gentleman's position
selves in array, euner singly Collectively, let ;

cannot, we will not recede. We neither seek for, nor will
we avi the cot Biet ; it it come, we will enter the arena
strong in the assurance of a good cause, firmly relying
upon the Providence of God, which has thus far stood by
and protected in our onward march! that,

heretofore, crisis in the affairs of nations has
produced men equal la the occasion, so hereafter in ercry
emergency, brae spirits will be found capable of riding
the whirlwind and directing the storm."

And why. after all, should we so much
Death in some form other the destiny of all

of Adam's race ; life loogest but a span ; this gene-
ration is but dust on the wheel of time. What boots it,
then, whether we are shaken from instant sooner
later! Ay; and of all now me,
not rather, when the clangor of Gabriel's trump shall
summon pale millions of dead to the congregation
of ages, appesr in that yast assembly clothed with the

of youth, bearing upon your front the death-gas- h

received in defence of your country's honor and the rights
rights of man, than covered with the wrinkles of dishon-
ored

Against the English people I have no hostile feeling ;
on the contrary, I love them for their aspirations after free-
dom, and only reproach them they do not away
those feudil cobwehj which have gi'Ied their
manly limbs, and cast among the lumber of ages, those
principles of legitimr.cy which dierace country ami
age in which they l.ve. But the government is
quite another thing. To my mind is (he very worst
government upon has pretence to liberty
without any of its substance. It tears the sinews and
drinks sweat of its laborb g millions to fatten a stall-fe- d

aristocracy. Our first conflict England was in

anv

for

age

him

for his

the

lose

revolution, ended in tearing fn British from her
crown brightest jewels and wringing products, Carolina docs from the export of
her heart the that colo-- cotton. The of our are well

and of ought he, free. derstood in and London,
The was the is called js the of cotton. our produce

ernml air a "r"""" to inland, when her starv n?navy of glory on the plain. require it, and to Carolina,s Fr rice are her terrapin crop
Western Slates. The third last eor.fl yet.
No doubt wiil come. the tie-- ltfeTe to sentiment

that will South Carolina advanced, that those shouldto,y the downfall of
British Fall she and sh rill a public war wholesale

She in twilight cf not personal according to the
her a sharp may easily discern, written
upon her front, the inscription by an invisible hand

the palace wall of the Bab) Ionian King.
said before, England's greatness now rests upon

commerce, the has three hundred millions of
which gauges her -- We already two

hundred millions, and are gathering upon her
the of a swift courser. When we pass her,
downfall by peaceable means will be rapid and sudden.

Oregon is therefore all important in a commercial point
of view. It the inch of upon which we can
place a fulcrum, giving the bv which overturn
the world of British commerce. It will give ns cluster

manufacturing and commercial Mates on the Pacific
corresponding with our New England States upon the
Atlantic. Then the inhbitants of the great Mississippi
valley, who in their poFsesion garden of the
world and the granary of the universe, will stretchout one
hand the East Indies through the Pacific chain, the
other to Europe through the channel, grasping
the trado of the civilized earth we now hold in posses
sion the for aubsis'ance of the whole human family.

1 is this me, a new and very agree- -
able feature. Thediscusson indicates and the vote will'
prove, thnt thia no " party question." sits an
aged and venerable man (pointing to Q. Anajis)
of the Whig party has spoken and will with us

her path alone, and by the because feels his to Whatever be
We will go out of our way to attack the Bri- - "id the hot haste of ou'hful blood, feel

tibh lion but he chooses lay himself across our path, ! that I the lead ol w hose locks are w hit-ari- d

refuses to at a peaceful summons, then by the snows eighty nothing
be no alternative the American will her On hand, are equally ns

into his nostrils, and you see his blood spcctable friends on Democratic side of the
a think duty calls to vote

There is, I no occasion for and will I would have that the world may
be none, of Great Britain desire know this is a question
war this country. If she does, she make this but of an American party.
question the pretext. Wh ther she remains I have attempted, Mr. Chairman, in my feeble way, to
be it is of Providence that she shall the duty calls, and interest points, to

" she arose, by degrees.no conflict will come. assertion of rights to Oregon. I I will
on the hand, it ia ker destiny to pay in blood Houe will respond affirmatively. This

the world, I have no feeling the in West.
hands ; and they in asserting the to belong to the nation to live in the war must and who provoke it
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Speech cf .11 lVick,
OF INDIANA,

7;i the House of Representatives, January 30, 1S46.
On the resolution authorizing the President to give
the notice of the termination cf the joint occupan
cy ot the Uregon territory.
The House being in committee cf the whole the

State C'f the Union
Mr. WICK rose and addressed the committee as

follows :

lie was in place, he said, it had
justly remarked that one could neither speak nor

in which, point of fact, little that was
said was heard. Though aware of this difficulty, he
should undertake the task of speaking, and, strange

it might seem, not for but for this
House.

His good constituents at home had been quietly
enjoying the Christmas holidays, eating their
and turkeys, or pursuing their ordinary
and were perfectly unconscious that their representa-
tive here had for the last two or three weeks exhibit-
ed the ungraceful figure cf sitting here, leaning upon
a desk, crouched like a catamount watching for prey,
and waiting for the moment to spring forward, at the
close each some hundred more speeches, and,
at the top of his voice, cry "Mr. Chairman !" His
constituents had heard nothing of but he meant

tell them about when he got home, and let them
know the difficulty here i?, not to make a speech, but
to obtain the floor for purpose of makin one.

jow that have obtained the floor, jlr. Chairman,
(said Mr. .) I find that a privilege scarcely worth
rejoicing over, for every tiling had been said that could
be said on the subject, and it was now perfectly ex-

hausted. There not an ir.finitesmal point w hich
had been made the subject of a long speech ; and
I am too proud (said Mr. to repeat what others

6aid before. Wrhat, then, shall I do In the
committee of the whole on the state of the Union,
believe it is in order to speak of matters and things
in general, and also to respond to things which had
been said by others in the course of this discussion.
There are some things which had been said in the de-

bate to which no direct answer had been made, and I,
(said Mr. W.) will attend to them.

While we are engaged here deliberating upon a
subject concerning our foreign relations the de-

licate of all topics discussed here he could well com-

prehend the propriety of not "o'erstepping the modes-
ty of nature," and of measuring sentence by
the dictates of calm discretion and He
would endeavor to control himself accordingly,
and to "let his moderation te seen." Yet he felt
at liberty to remember that he was the represen-
tative of a fearless and people, who
speak minds in free off-han-d 6tyh3 alweys,
however, in courtesy, or, what is better, good nature.

At an early of this debate we had been told
by an honorable member from South Carolina (Mr.
Rhett,) that the West and Northwest had claimed
special interest in this question ; and in other quar-
ters it seemed to be understood a western north-
western question. He (Mr. W.) wonld say that the
Northwest had a 6trong interest in this question. So
had the entire country ; and he (Mr. sur-
prised to see the representatives from some portions
of the country apparently to that interest.

The honorable member from South Carolina (Mr.
Rhett,) had, in addressing the committee, seen proper
to infer suppose that the Northwest was desirous,
by means this question, to bring on a war for wrar's
sake, and on the supposition that war would be profi-
table to the northwest in a pecuniary point of view;
and in this so dishonorable to the North-
west, the member from South Carolina fMr. Rhett.)

fully sustained by some foreign newspapers, and
by some of the opposition papers at home. Sir,

(said Mr. WVi I live in the Northwest, and I know
what the feelings and the wishes of her people are

better than the gentleman docs. He guesses,
but I know. I take his upon any subject
concerning which his means of informing himself
were ample and mine limited ; and he may take my
word when I tell Lim that he has been grossly misin-
formed. I have never setn a man in the Northwest
who waDted a war for the cf war, oref any sup-
posed pecuniary profit to result from it. We, sir, are
afraid of the evils of war, for it would deprive of
our market for our products, and of many of the
blessings which we enioy. v would brno;
much trouble to to part ef the country
would never wish for war, e.ther fr profit or glory.

Again, has been said that the W est wants a war,
war of

them- - the
in regard to this allegation ! Did the gentleman
ler the distinguished oenator from .Missouri, (JUr.
Benton !) If bo, what become of that gentle-
man's hobby, the hard system, if a. war should
take place ! A w would at once deprive of all
the benefit of Lis long advocacy of the hard-mone- y

principle ; untiring advocacy of which the
northwe?t has and long admired him ; fur,
as the honorable gentleman from South Carolina says,

era of war always era of paper money.
Does the gentleman refer to a distinguished citizen

of Michigan and Senator from that State ? That dis-
tinguished gentleman lives within eleven hundred
yards of the British line, and the occurrence of war
would inevitably consign his houses to the Cames,
and his property to destruction. Why should he in-

voke a war! But still (said Mr. V.) I do epect
that, in the course of our history, the northwest will.
at a short day, too, furnish an actual lite President cf
the united States, to the great Empire State, the An-

cient Dominion, and to South Carolina. And I do not
. 1 tiia it i. a y"

imnK we enau oDiijeti to make a war lor the pur-
pose of effecting that object. Living in West, I
am well informed as to its feelings, and I speak with
confidence regard to them. It has been said by
the honorable member from Carolina Mr.
Rhett, that we in the northwest have nothir; to lose
by a war, as we export nothinjr, whereas the South
would the market for her cotton. The honorable
grntJeman from South Carolina was evidently misin-
formed on that subject. The wheat ar.d e)thcr pro-du- ct

ef the northwest found its way to England, for-

merly through Canada, but now directly. The north
west makes many dollars in proportion to her

the which m the ! population the export of wheat and other
thiitcen of its from j South

acknowledgment these ner prices as un-ni- es

were, to Liverpool, and Charleston,
second war of 1S12. which the ag We sell wher- -

of iniler emlnnr It hum K 1. .ü ' " '""iever it wantedBritish and ended in a b are South when hers and crops gwd' and

and ct is not ,

In the which the gentlemanman can but that it When
of war is it record ffom had
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sure as Adam fell. is now standing the defend their honor pecu
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Lar fashion adopted in some parts of the world, be-

cause, they say, that tends to murder, I will say that
the gentleman is mistaken, if he applies it to us of
the northwest, for we do defend our personal honor,
according to our own code. The gentleman cannot
refuse us our own w ay of doing this, w hile he remains
a consistent advocate of State sovereignty aud State
rights.

The gentleman cannot gainsay that Indiana, for
example, is a sovereign State, and therefore entitled

i to establish her own customs and usages. In extreme
l cases, sir, according to our custom, two gentlemen
j lock themselves up in a room in the third story, and
j then proceed to assert their personal honor ; and he
I that jumps out of the window, at the end of a half--I
hour, carrying with him the ears, eyes, noses, Szc,
belonging to both is the victor. I hat, sir, is our
code; and when the whole world, (I mean the civil-
ized world,) shall adopt it, we will fight the whole
world according to that system for Oregon, or on any
other point. In the event ot the universal adoption
of this mode, the non-votin- g constituents of the hon-

orable member from South Carolina would be admira-
ble combatants. In a war with England, it would be
nigger against cockney.

iiut the gentleman is excusable for knowing little
of the northwest, for he has never been there. No
one ever emigates from Indiana to South Carolina,

i . i c o . ! i- - l ,
anu xnereiore oouui aroiina Knows notinng aoouius:
but many emigrants from South Carolina come among
us, and tell us all about it; and they had taken occa
sion to tell us of the manifold merits and great
achievements cf that State. I have reason to admire
that old State on many accounts. She has taught us
the revenue tariff doctrine ; for though it came to us
originally from Virginia, it was doubly distilled by
South Carolina into a concentrated essence, and we
6 wallowed it, and loved the dose. We admire South
Carolina, also, for her talented eons. We admire her
honorable bearing. We acknowledge her right to
secede from the Union, and will give her, or any oth-

er discontented State, a pass for that purpose. But we
do not recognize her right to remain in the Union,
and yet nullify the laws of the Union. The course of
South Carolina is always rather eccentric, in our es-

timation. She w ill at one time oppose the election of
a President, and then support him after his election ;
and then at another time she will contribute to elect
a President, and then oppose his administration. We
think she sometimes has carried her views of State
sovereignty a Icetle too far to wit. When she affected
to nullity the laws of the United States ; and that in her
political course she is a leetle too South Cardinaish. Cut
one thing we will say for South Carolina : we will ex-

cuse her and her politicians from the charge of any
Presidential aspirations at the present time. The f tig-

er-board that directed to the White House, pointed
also at the late election to Texas and Oregon, and now
it pointed to Oregon alone; and there is no other
way by which the executive mansion can be reached.
I do not see South Carolina on that road.

I now turn my attention to my democratic whig
friend from Illinois, (Mr. Baker,) who had asked the
supporters of Mr. Polk to reconcile our clear and un-

questionable right to Oregon with the offer of the 49th
parallel as a compromise. He asked how Mr. Polk,
after making such an assertion of our title, could of-

fer a compromise. I do not find in the message that
Mr. Polk described any particular Oregon as ours.
There is Russian Oregon, for instance, and Mr. Folk
could not claim that. The assertion was made in re-

gard to our title to the whole of our Oregon to that
part of the territory to which our right should be as-

certained. How that right should be ascertained he
does not say. Perhaps it must be by the ''ultima ratio
regum Lul tue l resident was partially committed
upon this subject by the action of his predecessors, to
offer the 49th parallel not as a right, but as a com-
promise, for the sake of peace so his message tells
us. Will a Clay man reprehend him for this, when
the same offer was made by Mr. Clay himself, al-

though he had said that Great Britain had no
colorable title to any part of Oregon !

My friend from South Carolina (Mr. Holmes,) has
also made some remarks on this subject, to which I
must pay some attention. The gentleman had con-

tended more 6trongly for the British right to Oregon,
and has more strongly denied the American rights
there, than any British statesman or negotiator has
ever done. I will turn the honorable gentleman over
to his particular friend the honorable chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, for an answer to his
argument on that point. The gentleman had very
poetically described the evils, and disasters, and de-

struction of a war. His description of British tri-
umphs aud American defeats, which he anticipates, is
vastly more poetic and graphic than will be any Brit-
ish song written after the war shall be over to record
its events. The gentleman, in his description of the
immense power of Great Britain, said that she had
forty war-steame- rs.

Mr. Holmes. One hundred and forty.
Mr. W. continued. Well, let them bring them all

on, no matter how many, they can do us very little
harm. According to the gentleman, we shall be very
badly off for means of defence or offence, for he says
that our little privateers, and all our vessels, as soon
as they leave port will be out-ru- n, overtaken, ai.d
captured by the British steamers. I know (said Mr;
W.) that the British are great monopolizers ; but I
never heard before that they had obtained the exclu
sive patent to the use of God Almighty's steam. I
hope that we also can exercise the right of using it ;
for if we are deprived of that right, w e shall next be
denied the use of the wind. The gentleman has also
asked us how we are going to take Oregon ! whether
we can march an army across the Rocky mountains !
He savs we cannot, for every height would prove a
Gibraltar, and that every rocky pass, snd every vale
in Oregon, will bristle with British bayonets. Alas !

we have nt rifles!! Our riflemen ore all dead!! Where

are our rifles and riflemen! If a loyal subject of
England asked the question, I would answer that our
rifles were all taken, and our riflemen were all killed at
the battle of New Orleans ! But we cannot take
Canada; that, tbe gentleman says, is impossible, be-

cause the Weiland canal would afford the means of
transporting British fleets to the lakes, and that wo
could never get acros to Canada, the British having
command of the lakes. We cannot cross on the ice,
he says, in the winter season, because the British
'vould lay down powder kegs, all in one continued
row, from the Falls cf Niagara to the northwest cor- -

ar ner of Lake Superior, then touch them off by a gal-Welva-

communication, and bio x up the whole of the
ice. Now, sir, these powder kegs must be all in a
string, and all connected together; and there must
nt be a leaky one among them, and no Yankee must
find it out, lest the arrangement should be disturbed.
Sir, the gentleman knows nothing cf our climate in
the northwest. Why, sir, you may blow up the
whole of the ice one night, and the w ater w ill be fro
zen over again the next night. The British covern- -
ii lent will have to get something stronger than gun-
powder for this purpose. No article known to her
extensive commerce will answer the purpose. She
must deal in young volcanoes, and import some email
Fpccimens of the infernal regions to keep the lakes
thawed in winter time. I am gratified, however, to
learn from the honorable gentleman tbat South Caro-
lina will be able to look out for herself in time of war,
and that she will ensconse herself in her ewampe,
where she will be out of harm's way.

The gentleman asserted for S. Carolina, and the sons
of Marion, of Sum jter.and Pinckney, the capacity to
retreat into her impenetrable fastnesses, andthere de-

fend her against the world. In the event of a war for
Oregon, will S. Carolina thus creep into her shell !

Mr. Holmes. I said we would come to your

We thank you, (6aid Mr. W.,) and I will say to
South Carolina, that when the northern fanatics shall
trouble her, we will come to her rescue.

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Giddings) has
threatened the South w ith a w ar f emancipation,
and an invasion by the black regiments from the
West Indies. The southern gentlemen have preferred
to answer him. They had better leave the one idea
and its professors to us cf the northwest. 1 had an
answer for the gentleman as to this rwst untasteful
development of bis one idea. Wein the northwest
know his ways, for we have a few of his party in In-

diana. I will waive my answer to him, but will say
to him that my ng constituents mean
that justice shall be done to the South and its consti-
tutional rights ; fur so intense is their anxiety on this
subject, lest it should disturb the harmony of the
Union, that they arc ready to do full and ample jus-

tice to the South. If I should endorse what was said
by the honorable mercber from Missouri viz : that
the gentleman's wish was father to bis thought my

constituents would believe me; ar.d
were they to read his (Mr. G.'s) speech, they would
swear to their belief of the idea suggested by the
honorable member from Missouri. Ve in the West
do not denounce these men, but rather laugh at them,
and at their utter failure to propagate their Union-destroyin- g

principles. But, sir, I can devote no more
time to answering the remarks of these who have
preceded me. Were I to go into a full notice snd
refutation of arguments against the measure befuM
the committee, it would consume twenty hours in-

stead of one. The little time which is left to me I
will devote to the consideration of the question ; and
if I am asked why my speech contains no more about
Oregon, I will answer that almost every tl ing has
been said over and over again in the course of the de
bate. Iam not caret ul whether or not my opinions
will lie deemed heretical on this subject, when I say
that Iam for Oregon and against a war; but fur Ore-

gon, war or no w ar.
1 adopt (said .Mr. w.) the opinion of the venerable

gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adam,) and of
the chairman ot the Committee oa .foreign delations,
(Mr. Ixgersoll,) as to the proper construction of the
convention of lt'-2- to wit : that it is a commercial
treaty, stipulating for a joint occupancy for the pur-
pose "of trade. The logic of all those gentlemen who
had spoken in favor of Oregon appears to be very
sound ; and therefore I adopt principally all the tiewg
of gentlemen w ho had spoken on this side or the sub-
ject; and I have transmitted many of their speeches
to my constituency, thereby, in the main, endorsing
their views, and making my own know n.

I am determined to claim all Oregon, and am ready
to claim all the continent, upon the principle of mani
fest destiny urged by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
Baker) and my transcendental friend from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. Levin.)

I am not accustomed to deal in poetry, and there
fore gentlemen must excuse me for r.ot introducing
any in my remarks ; but I im perfectly willing to
take all the poetry that has been recited here, good
and bad, applicable or not, and w hether new or old
acquaintances. So in regard to all the declarations
which have been made in the debate against the
abominations of the British government : I adopt
the whole of tl.em, and, moreover, I hope that their
authors will consider that, after having done their
best, were I to launch out on that subject, they would
be most signally outdone.

I do not believe that we Fhall take the whole
world ; but if we do not, our principles will. Our
principles are extending all over the world. The last
war did much to extend them, and another will ex-

tend them further. Wre have seen gradual encroach-
ment on the monopolies and governmental abuses of
the Old World, and we have witnessed the conces-

sions made by them to popular rights. Lately we
have witnessed the yielding of British ministers to the
progress of liberal principles ; and oh ! how grudg-
ingly do they make any concession. All this is the re-

sult of the American principles in favor of equal
rights and popular self-governm- becoming gradual-
ly known to the world. The ultimate triumph of our
principles, such as progressive democracy will make
them, is sure, and it will come in God's own good
time.

We started at the late election with our principles
the reduction of the tariff, Texas, and Oregon. One

of them has been carried triumphantly through, and
the tariff reform and Oregon remain to be disposed of.
I presume that a few democrats will be found missing
when we come to the vote on the Oregon question.
Well, I hope there will bp enough democrats left to
carry the measure ; and we are desirous to carry it
independently of the action of our political opponents.
We would not desire to be, like a distinguished whig
member in 1S41, (Mr. Wise,) obliged to appeal to
our adversaries to " save us from our friends, and
to look around us to hunt up republicans. I see pub-

lic opinion rallying around this question, and that
democrats and wbigs are sending up their prayera
here for Oregon, their country, its integrity and hon-
or. I ara glad to see that, on this truly American
question, our political opponents here instructed by
their constituencies are, many of them, about to give
their voices to us upon this question ; but I would be yet
more delighted to see the party to which I belong a
unit now as heretofore.

In the northwest, w c go for all the issues cf 1844.
I regret to see that some portion of the party in Con-

gress is hanging back ; perhaps it is expected to save
the tariff of 1842. I hear of a drag on that point, of
some impracticable Tennsylvanians who will not sus-
tain us in carrying out all the principles of 1844. I
will say to our political opponents that if we should
find Pennsylvania a "fixed fact" in the way of our
tariff reform, you cannot laugh at us for it. So if
South Carolina should be a fixed fact " in our way
on the Oregon question, you need not jeer us. Our
opponents cannot laugh at uneven should we fail; for
we have gained Texas even should we lose the tariff
reform and Oregon, and that is much more tlian you
gained. What did you get by your victory in 1840!
Nothing but the distribution law, which we repealed
in a few monihs after. But you cannot repeal the
annexation of Texas. I am glad to see that we have
many honorable friends on the other side of the House
who, although at the late election they considered
Oregon a humbug, now find themselves paralyzed by
the will of their constituents ; and I would not dis-

courage them from taking that rourse w hich tLey nowr
found expedient, even by a taunt which I am incapa-
ble of uttering.

I have said that I believed this treaty to be strictly
commercial in its character; and, therefore, I care
not what we may do, it will not violate its provisions
so long as we leave the British in possession of their
stipulated rights. I think that we can do all under
it that Great Britain has done, and something more.
We may organize a Territorial government in Oregon
and even admit it as a State of the Union. We may
take military possession of it for the purpose of de-

fending our settlers there from the Indians ; and all
this we have a right to do before we give the notice.
It" the President had not recommended the notice, I


